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Helen Armet’s typescript of the Hammermen’s Accounts, 1494-1585, re-transcribed by HSF

THE INCORPORATION OF HAMMERMEN OF EDINBURGH
DEACON’S ACCOUNTS
5 May 1494 – 21 April 1585
*
HELEN ARMET’S TRANSCRIPTION
[HSF’s Note: Anything interpolated by HSF is in italics within square brackets. All the rest, including footnotes and matter in ordinary rounded brackets, is Helen’s.]
[HSF has also temporarily inserted some question marks and other comments in red within square brackets, to draw attention to matters which need to be resolved by consulting the original or otherwise.]
[The folios are numbered here according to Helen’s system; the meaning of, e.g. “[f.2/2.]” is that it marks the start of the second page of Helen’s transcription of that folio; it does NOT indicate the point at which the recto gives way to the verso. That information is not given in the transcript and needs to be added later from the original.]
[Helen’s numbering of the folios has gone awry after f.110. the subsequent folios have been renumbered by HSF (July 2008) but Helen’s original numeration has been preserved in the transcription, because that is what she wrote. In HSF’s complete revision the correct new numeration will be used.]
[Decisions on the use of bold in headings and of the proper placing of headings, either centred, or at the left or right, or indented, or otherwise, has yet to be decided, as has the spacing and indenting of some entries.]
[Helen’s typescript has been transcribed here as accurately as possible. Her notes of omissions in parentheses are also transcribed just as she typed them. These will be expanded in another file to include the whole material in the original manuscript, word for word. Occasionally, for the sake of clarity, HSF has left a blank line where Helen had not left one, or vice versa.]
*
[Helen Armet’s typescript begins here]
CONTENTS OF VOLUME I OF THE RECORDS
OF THE HAMMERMEN CRAFT
OF EDINBURGH
(The first three pages are out of order, the earliest entry dated 5th May 1494 beginning on page 4. The volume contains a continuous account of the financial affairs of the Hammermen until 21st April 1585.
This is followed by miscellaneous entries concerning the Craft, not in sequence of date.)
[f.1]
The ix day of Februar the yeir of God  jm vcxxxij yers
The quhilk day anentis the debaitis betuix Johne Flikar and Thomas Houme cultellar anentis the strykking of the said Johnis mark the quhilk he allegait the said Thomas Houme of his awin fre will is content nocht till stryk his mark quhilk is ane greik J bot allanerlaye ane greik TJ [J above and overlapping T] and this the parteis ar agreit with the will of the maisteris and the dekin ar agreit as is forsaid bayth the parteis.
Ita est Johannes Smyth notarius
[I, 2] [two lines at bottom of page, rather faint]
[f.1v.] [blank]
[f.2r]
Thir ar the statutis and gud reullis maid and divisit be the dekin James Johnsoun and the haill communite of the hammermen craft within Edinburght collectit and set furth be James Yowng dekin of the said hammermen The yeir of god jm vc and fiftye yeris in mense Januarij anno ut supra
[I, 4 Masters to obey the Deacon or suffer penalties]
The xv day of Januar anno ut supra quinquagesimo  The dekinis and masteris abone writing hes thocht expedient for the pershewing of divers innormities to happyn amangis the saidis brether and maisteris in tymis to cum conforme to ther seillis of caus hes ordanit all in ane voce that ther be na maner of the said brether tak upon him to contempt or disobey or lychtle thair dekin and his successoris in tymes cuming be ony manner of way it being oppinly kend be the haill craft or the maist part therof the contempnar or disobeyar sall pay for his unlaw xxs als oft as it sall happyn to be tane without favouris to the reparation and uphalding of the alter of sanct eloy And gif it sall happyn ony of the saidis brether and maisteris to exceid thre tymis in committing of inobedience in the saidis dekins as said is in that caise thai being oppinlye kend be the saidis maisteris the said falteris thriss contempnar sall be incontinent dischargit ther fredome of this said craft induring the space of ane yeir nixt thereifter and at the leist induring the craftis will The dekin and masteris for the tyme to caus the provest and baillies and counsell interpone ther authorite to the samyn
The thrittene day of Junij anno etc  jaj vc xxxvj yeris and
reformit and agmentit be James Yowng and the hale masteris 
in anno etc quinquagesimo
[I, 5] [Servants to be feed to to their masters for 6 months at least]
The dekin and masteris abone writtin hes thocht expedient for gud reull to be hald amangis thame and ther servandis and specialye anent vacabondis and utheris nocht havand masteris nor intendis nocht to be feit bot usis about fra butht to butht and in hurt and skathand of the haill craft and the gude towne and in contrar our seillis of causs therfor for the eschewing of sic innormiteis in tymis to cum hes statutit and devisit that ther be na vacabondis servandis halding nor resavit amangis thame nor nayne of thame in tymis to cum nor zit na maner of seruandis exceptand that thai and everyane of thame be feit with ane master athyr for ane yeir or half ane yeir at the leist as use hes bene of befor and quha that dois in the contrar sall pay for the first falt viijs the secund falt xvjs to be doublit sa oft as thai happyn to falye to be tane be the dekin and masteris for the tyme and disponit on the said alter and ornamantis therof and gif ony of thame exceid thre faltis as said is the committar and thriss falter being perfectly kend with the dekin and communite then and in that cais the dekin and masteris sall caus the towne to interpone ther powar to that effect that the saidis falteris sall be dischargit thair fredome for ane yer without favour and forder induring the craftis will and this act to have the samyn effect as it bene maid in presens of the provest and baillies
[f.2v]
[I, 6.] [Act of 1536 reformed in 1551]
The xiij day of Junij anno domini jaj vc xxxvj 
The act maid be James Johnsoun dekin and the communite of the hammermen and insert in the buk in  anno etc lmo and reformit and agmintit be command of the craft
[I, 7.] [Servants must be feed for 6 months at least]  ? crossed out
Item the dekin and masters abone writtyn hes thocht expedient for good reull to be hald in tymis to cum amangis the servandis and specialye anent vacabondis and otheris that will nocht feit with masteris bot wage about fra butht to butht in hurt and inobediens of the hale craft and dekinis for the tyme in contrar ther seillis of causs for the inschewit therof the said dekin and communite forsaid hes bund and oblist thame and every ane of thame that thai sall nocht tak upon hand in tymis to cum to have hald nor ressave na maner of vacabond seruand nor seruandis to his labouris bot all maner of seruandis be feit be thame for ane yer or ane half yer at the leist under the pane of viijs the first falt the secund dowbling and to be dowblit sa oft as ony of thame happyns to failzie to be tane be dekin and communite for the tyme.
The tent day of decembris  anno etc xxxvj
[I, 8.] [Servants & apprentices must not be absent without leave]
The dekinis and masteris of hammermen abone writtyn hes statutit and ordanit all with ane voce and blist thame faythfully thair to that na maner of ther seruandis prenteis nor utheris tak upon hand to be absent fra ther masteris service on work dayis except thai have licence of thair master quhat sumever under the pane of ane pund of walx to the said alter to be tane of the time of the servandis fe that happynis to be absent sa oft hes falt happyn
[I, 9.] [The said servants not to provoke discord]
Item alsua it is thocht expedient gif ony of the saidis seruandis happynis to provok and mak discord to his master or uther seruandis in his masteris butht or hous it beand perfectlye kend be  dekin and communite he or thai committaris therof sall pay the forsaid unlaw sa oft as thai or ony ane of thame sall falze
[I, 10.] [Rules anent behaviour of the said servants]
Item alsua it is thocht expedient gif ony of ther saidis servandis or prenteis taks upon hand to use nicht walkin and playing at dice and cartis quhar throw gret innormetteis and slauchter hes oft tymis happynit for the inschewing therof hes ordanit he that is culpabill therof to pay the said unlaw the secund falt xxs the third falt to be tane and put in the townis handis to the provest and baillies to be puneist conforme to the lawes and that every seruand and prenteis wake on his master on the halye dayis and that nayne of thame be absent without concent of his master quhatsumever under the pane of ane pund of walx sa oft as sall happyn  alsua that every ane of ther saidis seruandis and prenteis resort and kepe ther masteris housis and buthtis fra nychtfall and eftir ther labours bayth sumer and wynter sua that thai may be abill to rise in dew tyme to ther masteris seruice and to wark therupon sua that ther masters may insur for ther gud gyd
[f.3r]
The xv day of may anno etc vc xxxvj yeris
reformat ratifiet and aymendit in anno etc ljmo
[I, 11.] [The above statutes approved]
The quhilk day the dekins and masteris and communite forsaid all in ane voce without warians hes ratifeit approveit ther forsaidis statutes and findis thame constenant to resoun and to ther seillis of causs and ther apprevis to thame and ther successoris for ever and ar all faythfully suorne uther to utheris be the uphaldyn of ther handis to defend the samyn for ever as said is
[I, 12.] [A general box to be made for the Trade’s accounts and monies]
Item alsua thai all in ane voce ordanis ane generall box lokit to be maid and giffen to the dekin for the tyme till gaddyr in all the quarter comptis preistis meyt silver and that the dekin with the chaplan and officiar of the craft pass about the hale craft and put all the money that happynis to be gottyn in the said box that na uther master masteris to leif his labour for inbringing heirof and quha of the saidis masteris happynis nocht to pay his saidis deuteis as use is and woynt he beand requirit therto be the dekin or officiar or ony uther masteris in the dekins nayme and powar in that cais he that disobeis sall pay for his unlaw ane pund of walx for every falt sa oft as he happynis to failze in the premisis without the expens that sall happyn to be maid be dekin in the persuet of the samyn
[I, 13.] [Only one general meeting to be held yearly]
Item the dekins and masteris ordanis that ther be bot ance in the yeir ane generall conventioun of thame to resave comptis and reknyn of ther dekin of all maner of ther sanctis gudis bayth of the resait and how and in quhat maner the samyn is spendit and that in every quarter of the yer and uther tymes quhen mustir beis the dekin and the xij masteris that happyns to be chosin be the hale craft for the tyme sall concur with the dekin anent all actiones concernyng the common weill of the haill craft and quhat the saidis dekin and masteris happynis to do for the tyme lessum the remanent brether and masteris hes oblist thame and ther successoris to observe the samyn in all poynttis in tyme to cum
[I, 14.] [Servants to be honestly clothed in public processions]
Item the dekin and masteris forsaidis hes thocht expedient for the honour of this burgh and the craftismen of the samyn hes ordanit that na maner of seruand be fand on corpus christi day nor in the octave of the samyn nor in na uther processionis exceptand thai be honest in ther clathing efferand to ther estatis and na utheris that is nocht be denodit  furth of ther company for that tyme bot remane in ther buthis or housis or on stairis
 [I, 15.] [Apprentices to be taught manners at table and in the street]
Item that every master of the said brether of the hammermen instruct and teche ther prenteis and seruandis that thai be mandit bayth in word and deyd bayth in ther tabilling and on the gait and all uther parteis necessare as ther masteris will ansuer therupon and quha beis fandyn utherwise sall pay the said unlaw als oft as it sall happyn thame to falze
[I, 16.] [Apprentices to be bound in presence of Deacon & Chaplain]
Item It is ordanit be the saidis brether and masteris that na masteris of the said craft tak upon hand quhen ony prenteis beis feit that quhat master that happynis to fe ony prenteis that thai and everyane of [thame] sall cum to the dekin and chaplane for the tyme without ony delay or he be resavit in service and in presens of thame bynd him prenteis and mak his indentour and pay to the dekin incontinent his prenteis silver that is xxs and his nayme to be insert in the common buk of the craft to remane in perpetuum
[I, 17.] [Masters not to purchase lordships]
Alsua ordanis that nayne of the saidis brether tak upon hand to purches our soverane ladyis letters in contrar the common weill of the said brether and craft under the pane and reputatioun as brekar of gud ordour and privilegis given to us of befor be our soverane and proveist and baillies of this burgh???
W Bannatyne notarius publicus anno ?? very faint
[f.3v] [blank]
[f.4r]

The fyft day of Maij the yer of our Lord jmiiijc nynty and foure yeris
the quhilk day the most part of the craft of the hammyrmen gadderit at sanct leonardis weill and riplie awisit with haill consent and full electioun chosit Robert Scheirsmyt kyrkmaster for this yer tocum to the haill craft And therefter the said craft with consent deliverit to the said Robert sanct loyis gret box and in it of silver and gold iiij lib vjs
the samyn day Mathow Denman has tane sanct loyis brod for this yer tocum for xxxiiijs and he has payt beforhand of the said brod xvijs the tother xvijs to be pait at the fest of sanct martin next tocum he broukand it with all proffeits as it was of befor 


Its pait

thir ar the names of the masteris of the craft that sall convene and gader with the kyrkmaster quhen neyd beys for the proffet and utilite of the alter and gud reull to be maid amang the craft with thir counsellis
William Loksmyth

Robert Schersmyth

Louk Saidlar
Alexander Caithkyn

William Lebden


Alane Cochrane
Thomas Raa


Alexander Quhitlok

Mathow Denman
David Saidlar

John Malesoun younger

William Raa
Andro Muncur

John Lethane


Thomas Welch
Walter Arkill


William Meill


John Stewart
Andro Burell


Johne Saidlar


John Smyth pottar
this is my ressait of myne entre in the fyrst quarter viz v maij anno prescripto
In primis fra Mathow Denman of the brod silver beforhand 


xvijs
Item in myne awne hand of the brod of this last witsonday terme 


xiiijs
Item fra Alexander Grayis wif of this witsonday terme 



vjs viijd
Item fra
George Fulfurd of his last mertymes and witsonday anwell 

xiijs iiijd
Item gottin be the kyrkmaster Robert Schersmyth Thomas Ra William
  Loksmyth Sandrs Quhitlok Mathow Denman Thomas Bercar and other
  divers of the quarteris paymentis and absenis and William Scheyrsmyths
  anwell the xxij day of Maij 






xiijs ijd
Item the xix day of Julij gottin fra Johne Saidlar Louk Saidlar and Symon Lorymer of ther last
 quarter paymentis







iijs
                                   the soum of this ressait is iij lib vijs ijd





[f.4v]     


        this is my ressait of the wolks penny
In primis the first wolk that I enterit that is to say the v day of maij gottin be 
  James Lokcart Sir Thomas and the seriand quhilk I ressavit 


vs
Item the secund wolk deliverit be John Malesoun younger and the prest 

iiijs viijd
Item the thrid wolk be Sandrs Quhitlok and the prest 



vs ijd
Item the ferd wolk be James Kyd and the prest 




iiijs xd
Item the fyft wolk be William Loksmyth and the prest 



vs ixd
Item the vj wolk be William Andersoun and the prest 



vs vjd
Item the vij wolk be George Millar and Sir Thomas 



iiijs vijd
Item gottin on sanct loys day in the pece be Johne Lethane and William 
  Meill and deliverit to the kyrkmaster the morne efter mydsummyr day 
            iij lib xiijs iiijd
Iterm the viij wolk be Thomas Haithwy and the prest and the seriand 

vs vd
Item the nynt wolk be Robyn Haithwy and the chaplane 



iiijs viijd
Item the x wolk be William Car and the chaiplane 



iiijs viijd
Item the xi wolk be Johne Farnle and the chaiplane 



iiijs viijd
Item the xii wolk be George Stewart and the chaiplane 



iiijs viijd
Item Ressavit the day of the count makin of quarter paymentis and absenis 
vs ixd
The sowm of my ressait of this quarter is 



          x lib vs ixd
thir ar the namys of thame as payis quarter paymentis this quarter
Robert Moncur
Thomas Raa

xijd
Andro Burell                                         Gilbert Campbell pottar  xijs
    Hendre Lorymer
xijd

 Robert Uttin pottar
iiijs
Johne Lethane
xijd

 Auld Johne pottar
Patrik Lethane


 Mathow Denuman
xijd
Louk Saidlar

xijd

 James Waddall

xijd
Johne Ednam



 John Saidlar
Andro Lorymer
xijd

 Sandrs Wod

xijd
Johne Rannald
xijd

 Thomas Quhit

xijd
William Lebden
xijd

 David Broun
William Schersmyth
xijd

 John Fressall pottar
xijd
Johne Abirnethy


 Patrik Schersmyth
Robert Leys pottar
vs
[f.5r]
this is my deliverance in the first quarter as I enterit viz vo maij anno  etc xviiijo
In primis to Sir Thomas our chaplane for his Witsonday fee the quhilk the 
 craft ordainit me to pay him at the futtin of Thomas Rais count
 


xxxs
Item to Thomas Ra of the rest of his soum 



            ij lib xiiijs iiijd
sua restis awande him xxs
Item to iiij men at bure the standartis in harnes on corpus christis day

viijs
Item to ij men at bure the candilheddis





xxxijd
Item to the iiij men at bure the iiij tortas





xxxijd
Item to the twa werlattis
 in bratynis






xvj[d]
Item for mendin of the iiij gret tortas and makin of iij gret knoppis of
 gren walx to thame and culloryne of thaim




iiijs
Item to Gilzane and his marrow
 on corpus christis day and that day viij days
vs
Item to the processioun and to the menstralis and the beraris at ther
disione
 in bred and aill on corpus christis day



xviijd
Item for bringin of the poyndis fra Thomas Rais hous



ijd
Item for payntin of the spere of leicht





xijd
Item on the viij day quhen thai bure the banaris and the candill befor
 the sacrament for ½ a galloun of aill at yed throu the toun with thaim  and
 a gallon quhen thai com in






xviijd
Item to the furnesyng of erot and his vj knychtis at the craftis command

xs
Item on sownday quhen the procession was playd for the king to ane menstrale
ijs
Item to the men at bure the banneris and the tortasssis that samen day in aill
to thaim








ixd
Item in expens maid at sanct loys day in primis for viij lib of new 
 walx and the makin and pantyne of xj pound of auld walx and for the rest of 
 a pair of tortas at was cost be William Loksmyth and Sir Thomas
 extendand to vijs and iijd and William Loksmyth pait for the samen
 tortass vjs viijd the soum of the haill walx is




xxxvs vjd
Item to the queyr







iiijs
Item for the bellis and organis






iijs
Item for sens
 to Mathou






xijd
Item to Boyll for scowring of the hers
 and dichtin of the silour and blawin of
the organis on sanct loyis day





xvjd
Item to Sir Thomas our chaplane





xviijd
Item to the barnis of the queyr






viijd
Item to richis
 geris
 and keiping of the alter




vs
Item for the trentaill








xs
Item to Listoune the belman






iiijd
Item to Johne Foullaris child in drinksilver




vjd
Item for this buk cumin ? paper and bynding




xjs ijd
Item to Thomas More seriand for his quarter fe




vs




the soum of my deliverance is x lib iiijd
[f.5v]
the thrid day of august  anno etc xviiijo
the quhilk day the maist part of the craftismen of the hammyrmen weill gadderit at sanct leonardis weill awisit with ane voce and with haill consent hard ressavit and tuk full count and reknyne of the kyrkmaster Robert Schersmyth of his first quarter count and all thingis countit and allowit to the said day sua restis in the dekynnis hand awand to the craft
vs vd 1/2d
this is my ressait of the secund quarter of the wolkis penny
Item the ferd day of august gottin by Symond Lorymer the chaplane
and the seriand







iiijs vd
Item the secund wolk gottin be Robert Schersmyth and the prest


vs
Item the third wolk gottin be William Arowhedmaker the prest and
David Plummar seriand






iiijs ixd
Item the ferd wold deliverit be James Hart the prest and the seriand

vs
Item the fyft wolk deliverit be William Auldjoy and the prest and seriand

iiijs iiijd
Item the saxt wolk deliverit be George Fulfurd and the prest and the seriand
iiijs viijd
Item the sevynt wolk deliverit be Johne Lorymer and the prest


iiijs vd
Item the viij wolk deliverit be Thomas Bercar and the prest


vs jd
Item the ix wolk deliverit be Walter Arkill and the prest



vs jd
Item the x wolk deliverit be Johne Meill the chaplane and the seriand

vs ivd
Item the xi wolk deliverit be William Dixsone the chaplane and the seriand
iiijs vjd
Item the xii wolk deliverit be Robin Stewart the prest and the seriand

iiijs viijd
Item the xiii wolk deliverit be Symon Glasfurd the prest and the seriand

vs jd
� The sequence of Minutes and Acts begins here, on 5 May 1494.


� “Its pait” (it is paid) is added in different ink, probably in the same hand.


� [HSF: This shows that Thomas Ra had been the previous deacon and kirkmaster, presumably elected in May 1493.]


� servant.


� buskins or boots.


� companion. [wife]


� desjune __ breakfast.


� incense.


� hearse – triangular framework for holding candles.


� rushes.


� grass.


� trental – a service of thirty masses, which were usually celebrated upon as many different days, for the dead.





